
The father’s eyes widened 
immediately as that     
feeling of dread hit his 
stomach, he had forgotten 

to get the new “hot” 
toy for his child.  
Was it too late?  
Would there be any 
left? What would he 
do if he couldn’t find 
one?  Speeding 
down the road, he 

frantically weaved in and 
out of traffic to get to the 
store.  He must have hit 
the horn a dozen times 
trying to get people out of 
his way in the parking lot 
as he searched for any 
spot in the lot.  Finally 
finding one, he sprung out 
of the car and did a slow 
jog/walk to the store’s 
entrance.  Cutting through 
aisles, dodging displays 
and customers, he 
scanned the signs to find 
the right department.  
There were toys littering 
the aisles as people 
rushed in and out trying to 
grab what they needed 
quickly.  Children were 

crying from exhaustion, 
angry shoppers muttered 
rude expressions under 
their breath, and 
“accidental” elbows were 
thrown.  This was the first 
of many maddening 
scenes the father would 
experience looking for 
that just right toy.   

If you have driven near 
a shopping center recent-
ly, you can see the frantic 
people running in and out 
of the stores to get last 
minute presents.       
Christmas songs have 
been playing in stores with 
themes of love for others, 
family togetherness, and 
the joys of giving; yet, 
when you look in the park-
ing lots or the aisles of the 
stores, you see something 
completely different.  
Items are thrown all over 
the shelves; aisles are 
littered with casually    
discarded products,     
people are rushing 
through the stores to get 

the “hot” new toy.  Secu-
lar Christmas has  become 
a season of     frantic prep-
aration of gift giving. 

 

Now, image this    
fervor being put towards 
the ultimate gift.  Did you 
know that the Christmas 
season hasn’t even started 
yet?  That’s right!  We are 
smack dab in the middle 
of the Advent season; a 
season of preparation.  
Imagine if we attacked 
preparing our hearts for 
the coming Messiah as we 
attacked preparing for our 
family gift exchanges!  
Scenes of people running 
through the parking lots to 
get into the pews, or   
making sure that they got 
in the right line for the 
Confessional.   

Oh, what a world that 
would be. 

 

 

Lord, our God, we praise You for Your Son, Jesus 

Christ, for He is Emmanuel, the Hope of all     

people. He is the Wisdom that teaches and 

guides us. He is the Savior of us all. O Lord, let 

your blessing come upon us as we light two 

(purple) advent candles and the third (pink) of 

this wreath. May the wreath and its light be a 

sign of Christ's    promise of salvation. May He 

come quickly and not delay. We ask this in His 

holy name. Amen.  

Advent Prayer 

Lord Jesus! 

In the words of 

Reflections for the 
Season of Advent 

The Third Sunday of Advent 

“Our hearts were made for You, O 

Lord, and they are restless until 

they rest in you.” 

St. Augustine of Hippo  

Have you put up your 

creche yet?  

It is time to 

unpack the Nativity 

scene and put it out. 

This is a great daily 

reminder for what we 

are preparing         

ourselves for. 

Have you fallen   

behind on your 

daily reflections 

or Advent goals?  Don’t 

worry, there is still time 

to recommit these last 

two weeks of Advent.  
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Visit someone in need.  

It doesn’t have to 

be a nursing 

home or hospital, but 

can simply be a        

neighbor.  You will be 

amazed at the joy you 

can bring. 
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Advent Challenge 



 

We’ve all met people whose presence has an immediate effect on us. Their enthusiasm, we 
say, is contagious. This is so with the Advent virtue of Joy. Joy is one of the true marks of a 
disciple – of someone who has been touched by Christ and has had their life changed by 
that encounter. They cannot help but share that with other people – and even when they 
say nothing, their Joy speaks for them. Jesus knew this fact. He told the Pharisees once that 
if those who were proclaiming Him were to be silent, “even the stones would shout.” That 
is the effect of Joy. We should all know this virtue. It is more than a feeling; it is what drives 
us as disciples to share Jesus with other people. It is especially evident at this time of year, 
when everyone is expectant as Christmas approaches. For us Christians, this expectation is 
the electric charge of Joy as we prepare to welcome the newborn King. Share that Joy      
always! 

Fr. Austin 

Pastor’s Perspective 

Submitted by Linda Piazza: Pastoral Council Member 

When Paul writes his letter to the Galatians, he tells them about the Fruits of the Holy Spirit. Joy 

is second only to love. (Galatians 5:22) The site, www.preceptaustin.org, summed it up nicely; “Joy is the 

deep-down sense of wellbeing that abides in the heart of the person who knows all is well between him-

self and the Lord.” 

 Joy isn’t found in the Mass you attend, the pew you sit in, how ‘right’ you are or how much you 

own. It is found in the knowledge that God loves us. Live as Jesus lived. Treat others as you want to be 

treated? Yes, this might seem hard, at first! Many years of trying to change and I still stumble. With pray-

er and devotion to living as Jesus lived, you will find a sense of peace and Joy. 

  Joy is internal and personal. Nothing and no one can take it away from you once you truly find it. 

So, this year, join me in stepping outside of your comfort zone. Do something you have never done or 

haven’t done in a long time. See how joyful it feels. 

Lord Jesus! 
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